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' “Syria’s de facto Leader Defends Telling Woman to Cover her Hair for Photo”, The Times of Israel, 20 December,
2024. https://www.timesofisrael.com/syrias-de-facto-leader-defends-telling-woman-to-cover-her-hair-for-photo/
“Syrian Rebel Leader Dismisses Controversy Over Photo with Woman,” Saudi Gazette, December 20, 2024.
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/648002
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nations’ leaders in 25 years,” AP News, May 14, 2025.
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16 Gassan Awwad Instagram page, January 31, 2025. https://www.instagram.com/reel/DF gnwzFoPxc/
“Al-Sharaa meets Emir of Qatar in Damascus,” Enab Baladi, January 30, 2025.
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17 Staff Writer, “Syria's Sharaa in Qatar to Deepen Bilateral Relations,” Asharg al-Awsat, April 16, 2025.
https://english.aawsat.com/gulf/5132936-syrias-sharaa-qatar-deepen-bilateral-relations

18 Staff Writer, “Syrian President Ahmad al-Sharaa and Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani spent the evening in
Bloudan, in the Damascus countryside,” Levant24, on X, August 2, 2025.

https://x.com/Levant 24 /status/1951753400049111068
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22 Martha T. Roth, ed. Law Collections from Mesopotamia and Asia Minor, 2nd ed. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1997,
pp. 7677 (Prologue, lines 1-49: “I am Hammurabi... shepherd of the people, father of the land...”).
23 Bertrand Lafont, “The Army of the King of Mari.” In 4 History of Warfare in the Ancient Near East, edited by J.
N. Postgate. Leiden: Brill, 2001, pp. 210-211 (letter ARM 26/1: loyalty formula: “Your friends are my friends, your
enemies my enemies...”).
24 Daniel David Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia, vol. 2. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1927, p. 200 (§519: “Father to my people, whose shelter is like the shade of a great tree”).
25 William L. Moran, The Amarna Letters. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992, pp. 112-113 (EA 288:
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28 Majid Khadduri, Political Trends in the Arab World: The Role of Ideas and Ideals in Politics. Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1955.Ann K. Lambton, “Quis Custodiet Custodes: Some Reflections on the Persian
Theory of Government,” Studia Islamica 64, 1981: 135-155.
29 Patricia Crone, and Martin Hinds, God's Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1986.
30 Muhammad ibn Jarir Tabari, Ta rikh al-rusul wa-l-mulitk, Edited by M. J. de Goeje et al. Beirut: Dar al-Turath,
1985-2007.
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31 Abii al-Hasan al-Mawardi, Al-Ahkam al-sultaniyya wa-I-wilayat al-diniyya, Cairo: Dar al-Hadith, 1996.

32 Ahmad ibn ‘Alf al-Qalqashandi, Subh al-a ‘sha fi sind ‘at al-insha’, 14 vols. Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya,
1913-20.

33 Halil inalcik, The Ottoman Empire: The Classical Age, 13001600, London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1973.
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University Press, 2004.
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World. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1988.
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by James Strachey. New York: W. W. Norton, 1950 [1913]. See esp. pp. 141-144 on the ambivalence toward the
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